Turkey Blasted for Rights Abuses
In Crackdown on Kurd Separatists

By Danlel Grossman
Speciol 1o The Clwiskion Science Monitor
ANKARA, TURKEY =———=i————

LI ASLAN, a Turkish activ-
ist, says he suffered eight
years of government har-
ament,hnpﬂsomnent and tor-

Kurdish people.
Turkey has been
sharply criticized for

In the last year, the PKK has

- targeted government workers, in-

cluding school teachers, dozens
of whom it has assassinated in its
efforts to disrupt government ac-
tivity in the disputed region,

As an editor of a prominent .

Turkish newspaper explained, the

‘public is weary of the violence

and willing to accept whatever is

necessary to put an end to the -

conflict. “A radical improvement
in the human rights situation un-
der these circumstances,” he

ture does occur in Turkish jails

will not be completed until next
March. But one administration of-
ficial familiar with the visit said
“there is great concern about the
situation,” which will be reflected
in the report. .
Human rights officials in both
the USand'l\lrkeysayd\atapro-
posal being considered in the
Turkish parliament to revamp the
country's. antiterrorism law may
signal a new attitude toward hu-
man rights.

The proposal will make it more
difficult to arrest someone for op-

posing government policies. The :

current antiterrorism law sanc-

TURKEY: A soldier rounding up Kurds in 1993. Under Turkey's powerful antiterrorism
law, its military has detained scores of political prisonérs - some for participating in
the PXK, others for speaking owt in support of Kurds’ human rights

to permit free expression, and for

and prisons. But he says the prac-
tice is not officially sanctioned.
“People who run prisons and
work there believe in torture,” he
says. “For us to change these
people will take time.”

mofUSnuunryaidtomrkex
pendlng the completion of a
onhununrightabus%by
State Department.
TheStateDcpnmnentreport

tions arresting anyone whose acts
or ideas “threaten the indivisible
unity of the State,” wording that
hasbeenuwelpmemdbtoadly
According to the Turkish Daily
News, an English-language news-
paper published in Turkey, over
5,000 people are in jail or
awaiting trial for violating the

Eksisaysmaxwofﬂteprison

ers will be freed if the amend-

ments are approved.
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